The 4th Sunday of Advent - Year A — 12/21/2025 — Msgr. Peter Quang Nguyen

First Reading — Isaiah 7:10-14: God told Ahaz to ask for a sign. Ahaz refused, but Isaiah said God would
give a sign: a virgin will bear a son named Emmanuel.

Responsorial Psalm — Psalm 24: The Lord owns the earth and all who live in it. Those with pure hearts and
clean hands can stand in his holy place and receive his blessings.

Second Reading — Romans 1:1-7: Paul, a servant of Jesus, greets the believers in Rome. He emphasizes
Jesus’ divine and human natures and wishes them grace and peace.

Gospel — Matthew 1:18-24: Joseph planned to divorce Mary quietly when he found out she was pregnant. An
angel told him in a dream to take her as his wife because the child was from the Holy Spirit.

Kinh Thua Quy Ong Ba, Anh Chi Em Than Mén,

Tin Mung gioi1 thi€u cho chung ta mdt nhan vat dac biét 1a thanh ca Giu-se, nguoi cha “phap ly” cia Chua
Giésu trong su kién nhap thé, giang sinh va thoi tho 4u ctia Chua Giésu.

Bai Tin Mung hom nay duoc coi nhu 1a mot trong ba ban van Thanh Kinh Tan Ugc tudng thudt vé cac cudc
truyén tin, ma day 1a cudc truyén tin danh cho thanh Giuse. Thién Chua sai thién than dem dén cho thanh Giuse
str diép nhan iy st mang lam cha nuéi Chtia Ctru Thé va giit gin Ptrc Trinh Nit Maria.

Théanh ky Matthéu khi twdng thuat cudc truyén tin, ciing dong thoi gidi thidu cho chiing ta tudc hiéu cta thanh
ca Giuse — nguoi cong chinh — va vai tro ddc bi¢t cia ngai trong tu cach ngudi cha phéap ly cua Chua Giésu
Con Thién Chua lam nguoi. D6 cling 1a hai y tudng chinh ma chung ta cung suy niém hom nay:

1. Thanh Giuse — Ngwoi Cong Chinh.

Trong thoi Cuu Udc, xudt hién mot vi nhan co tén 1a Giu-se (con cua to phu Gia-cop, bi ban qua Ai-cép),
nguoi dugc ménh danh 1a “nguwoi cong chinh” khi tr chdi thoa man xac thit véi ba vo ciia mot vi quan trong
tridu dinh, va chip nhan 4n oan roi bi tng giam; rdi sau khi giai mong cho vua Pha-ra-6, Giu-se dugc cit nhic
1én chuc té tudng va quan 1y lwong thuc cua Ai-cip; dé roi khi dan doi dén kéu xin vua Pha-ra-6 thi vua
bao: “Hdy dén ciing Giu-se”. Danh hiéu “ngudi cong chinh” gan cho ong Giu-se thdi Cyu Udc, nay duoc
thanh ky Mat-théu danh cho thanh ca Giu-se, va cdu noi clia vua Pha-ra-6 “hdy dén ciing Giu-se” xua ciing
dugc Ngudi Cong Giao xua nay danh cho thanh ca Giu-se, khi 1am biéu ngit ddt dudi chan tuong thanh Giu-
se: “Ite ad Joseph”.

Tuy nhién, trong su kién ma bai Tin Mung hom nay tuong thuat, cau “Giu-se la ngwoi cong chinh” (Mt 1,19)
phai hiéu nhu thé nao?

C6 ngudi vi dao dirc di suy tu rang, vi thanh Giu-se cam thdy minh khéng xtmg dang véi Pirc Me va Chua
Ngbi Hai nén di tim cach rat lui. Diéu nay thiét nghi khong chinh xéc, bai vi, doc tiép Tin Mung sé thy
chuyén Giuse mudn dung ké “dao vi” dé “rat ém” khi chua dugc thién than bao mong cho biét bao thai tir 1ong
Ptic Me 1a do dau. Cho dén khi duoc thién than giai thich: “Ndy ng Giu-se, con chdu Pa-vit, dirng ngai don

ba Ma-ri-a vo éng vé, vi nguoi con ba cuu mang la do quyén nang Chiia Thanh Than” (Mt 1,20). Khi biét
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duogc 6 rang cai bao thai khong do “tac gia” nao khac, ma 1a do quyén ning Chua Thanh Thén, thanh Giuse
da dén Pic Me vé (khong biét co lam dam cudi khong nira?).

Chuyén nhu thé, tai sao, thanh sit Mat-théu lai goi thanh Giu-se 1a nguoi cong chinh?

Tin Mumng giai thich rang: “Ong Giu-se, chong ba, la ngwoi cong chinh va khéng muon t6 gidc ba, nén moi
dinh tdm bo ba cach kin dao” (Mt 1,19). Dé giai thich, ching ta can biét rang, Tin Mimg n6i rd Me Maria da
thanh hon véi 6ng Giu-se (x. Mt 1:18), dit chua vé chung séng, nhung néu Maria c6 thai voi “ai khdc” thi bi
két vao toi ngoai tinh, ma theo luat Do Thai, tdi ngoai tinh s€ bi dua ra gitra thanh thién bach nhat va bi ném
da chét.

Co I¢ day 1a mdt dan vit 16n nhit cho thanh Giuse, bdi néu td céo thi chic chin Maria s& bi ném da chét. Thé
roi, Giu-se chon cach rat ém, sin sang nhan cho minh “4n oan vo6 trach nhi€ém” khong thira nhén dia con va
nguoi vo, chép nhan chiu tiéng xAu ctia nguoi doi, chu khong td c4o dé Maria phai chiu tir hinh ném dé. Khi
tim hiéu dén day, ching ta thay phang phat lai hinh anh cta Giuse-“ngudi cong chinh” trong Cyu Uéc da chap
nhan 4n oan, chtr khong té cdo ngudi khac. Dy 1a cach ma thanh sir Mat-théu khon khéo so sanh.

Nhu vay, bi¢t danh cong chinh cua thanh ca Giu-se, bat dau tir viéc chép nhan phén thiét cho minh dé ctru
ngudi khac, di nhién ca cudc doi cia thanh ca Giu-se 1a mot Pang Cong Chinh rdi.

2. Thanh Giuse — ngudi cha phap ly cia Chua Gié-su.

Quan niém Phuong Pong, viéc dit tén cho con tré ndi 1én quyén phap 1y ctia mot ngudi cha hop phap, chiu
trach nhiém dudng duc va khai sinh cho con tir dan su dén tén gido. Xét theo Thanh Kinh va noi gidng luu
truyén trong nhan loai, Chta Gié-su nhap thé “lam nguoi”, Ngudi can c6 mot gia pha trong gia dinh nhan loai.
DPong thoi, dé 101 cac ngdn st duge tng nghiém ngudn gdc vuong dé thudc dong toc Pa-vit, ma trong do,
chinh thanh Giu-se la con chéu cua vua Pa-vit.

Xét theo tinh phap 1y, Chaa Gié-su cAn mot su hop phap trong viéc khai sinh, m¢ Maria can c6 mot nguoi
chdng phap 1y vé& mat dan sy, néu khong s& bi khai trir khoi doi séng ton gido luc by gio va bi ngudi doi khinh
miét.

Lai nira, Chta Gié-su va me Ma-ri-a can mot mai 4m va mot noi nuong tua, can duogc bao vé va cham soc,
nhat la trong thoi ky tho 4u cta Chua Gié-su. Nhu vay, vai tro cua thanh Giu-se that cao c4, du chi la cha nudi,
nhung thanh nhan da chu toan trach nhi€ém dudng duc bao v¢ tinh hop phap cho “ban tinh nhan loai” cua Chua
Gié-su, cling nhu tré nén noi nuong tua tuyét voi cho me¢ Maria va Chtia Ngoi Hai.

Toém lai, Bai Tin Mimg cua Chtia Nhat gan nhat voi L& Giang Sinh, Giao Hoi cho chiing ta chiém ngudng tim
guong thanh ca Giuse, 1a mot ngudi cong chinh, mot nguoi gia trudng miu muc va 1a mot con ngudi ciia niém
tin luon sdng theo thanh y Thién Chua.

Lay Chiia, xin cho moi nguoi ching con biét noi gwong thanh ca Giuse, song cong chinh thanh thién triede
mat Chiia, tdn tuy phuc vu tha nhan, va ddc biét khi gip hé khin nguy khon ciing biét chay dén ciing thanh
Giuse, dé dwoc ngai hwéng dan phit tro. Amen.



